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terms But how much relief that can give you, I do not know.
You must recognize that all the markets of the world are now not
open to you. What you have done, all other nations are doing
today. Even Indian mills would be producing more and more cloth
every day. You, surely, will not want me to restrict Indian enter-
prise for the sake of Lancashire.

Young India, 15-10-1931

46.   SPEECH JJV LANCASHIRE

[September 26/27, 1931]1

I am pained at the unemployment here. But here is no starva-
tion or semi-starvation. In India we have both. If you went to
the villages of India, you would find utter despair in the eyes of
the villagers, you would find half-starved skeletons, living corp-
ses. If India could revive them by putting life and food into
them in the shape of work India would help the world. Today
India is a curse. There is a party in my country which would
sooner see an end to the lives of these half-starved millions in order
that the rest may live. I thought of a humane method and that
was to give them work with which they were familiar, which they
could do in their cottages, which required no great investment in
implements and of which the product could be easily sold This
is a task which is worthy of the attention even of Lancashire.

Young India, 15-10-1931

47.   REFORM OF SCRIPT

Shn Kishorelal Mashruwala writes:2

I publish this letter solely for the sake of discussion I myself
do not have any definite opinion on this matter, but I realize
its importance. Shn Kishorelal has invited the opinion of scholars.
The decision on script reform will not be taken on the basis of
its merits or demerits, but will rather depend upon its popula-
rity. From that standpoint, it is desirable to seek the opinion

1 Mahadev Desai, from whose account of the speech, "Gandhyi in Lanca-
shire" this is extracted, does not mention the date or place of the speech.

2 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had suggested cer*
tain reforms in Gujarati script to make it approximate to Devnagari script.